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private audience by the late King Charles of Rumania. On this occasion that astute Sovereign laid great stress on the fact that in his opinion the Germans were wrong to attach so much importance to the Baghdad railway. The true direct line from Berlin to the East, as he saw it, was via Bukarest and Constanza to a port on the Black Sea, such as Batum in the Caucasus or Trebizond, and thence to Persia. '' I cannot understand how they were led to take this scheme up," he said.
We recalled that conversation when, in February, 1918, Russia was forced to sign the Brest-Litovsk Treaty with Germany. On the face of it, it did not seem clear why Germany should insist upon Russia returning to Turkey, or rather to the " self-determination " of the Caucasians, those districts in the Caucasus taken from them after the war of 1877. But the proviso brought back to our minds King Carol's words spoken in 1912, and made us wonder whether the Germans, confronted with the impossibility of establishing their Baghdad-Bahn, were not looking to that alternative route to the Far East which King Carol had outlined.
But enough of politics !
The cheeriest times we spent in Berlin were during the winter season, when the Court functions annually took place. For these few weeks people in the social world from Silesia, Bavaria, and other distant centres flocked to the capital, and many were the entertainments given in their honour. The South German women, especially the half-Austrians, were much prettier, smarter and gayer than the Prussians, and the corps diplomatique looked forward to the relaxed formality which the southern element introduced for a few short weeks into dull heavy Berlin.BERLIN                             49
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